The Treachery of Images
Photography is unique among the arts because there is an implied, “truth” about photographic images. We always start with a real-life subject from the real-life world. But from that moment on, everything we as photographers do becomes interpretive. The “treachery” is that the image is often confused with the real thing. THE REAL THING AND AN INTERPRETATION ARE NOT THE SAME!
In the real world there is no cropping, no black and white, no dodging or burning, no blurring, no freezing action and no other photographic technique that we use in-camera or in processing. Everything we do is artificial. The real ”truth”, is that the image with regards to the subject, is not the thing itself. It is always, and forever, a representation of the thing itself.
The old example is true. If you put a hundred photographers in front of the same subject, the results will be a hundred different versions of that subject. Each of us brings our own mix of biases, our own histories, our experiences and our own notions of aesthetics to our images. Which one is the “correct” representation of those hundred images? None of them! … and all of them!
Images are artistic representations, interpolations, approximations, distillations, summations, interpretations and abstractions of the subject. Always! They are always some “other” versions of the subject. Not the subject itself.
This discussion is really all about you! (the photographers!)
Without you, there is no photography! Each of us is a unique filter through which images are realized. When we view the works of famous photographers, know that they experienced exactly the same filtering mechanism that influences your work. If you learn anything valuable from this essay, I hope it’s the realization that it is the photographer (you!) that is the most important part of your photography! Certainly, you need to master your tools as any artist must do but the thing that distinguishes your work from everyone else’s is YOU!
Art as “Representation”. This is not a new notion:
Galen Rowell (Photographer) – “You don’t need more equipment – You need to be more in touch with what you are seeing.” 
Edgar Degas (Artist) - “It’s not WHAT you see but HOW you see it.” 
Eliott Erwitt (Photographer) - “To me, photography is an art of observation. It’s about finding something interesting in an ordinary place… I’ve found it has little to do with the things you see and everything to do with the way you see them.” 
Henry David Thoreau (Writer) - “It’s not what you look at that matters, it’s what you see.”
George Nelson (Designer) - “Seeing is not a unique, God-given talent, but a discipline. It is (can be) learned.” 
This is something you have to work at!
About photographic truth: There is an unfortunate opinion that in-camera techniques and processing in photography are somehow forms of cheating. Nothing is farther from the truth. All of those processes have been a part of photography since its inception. Manipulation of the subject/image IS photography! Certainly, photography can be used for documentary purposes, but at its core and for its entire history, photography is and has always been an expressive art form. To repeat: The subject in an image is not the thing itself. It’s an interpretation!
It's YOUR interpretation! You bring your unique perspective to photography, something all of your very own. That is completely normal, acceptable and in fact, desirable. Go out a develop your sense of “seeing” as well as the rest of your photography skills. And remember that being an artist is an evolutionary state. You will constantly learn and reevaluate your sense of aesthetics along your artistic journey. Don’t rely on image competition as your only source of knowledge. Visit galleries and museums to learn what else is possible. Be open to what you see and know that we are just scratching the surface of photography’s potential. We hope you will take some inspiration from these thoughts and that they may help you to move toward your own pathway in photography! Remember that the most important tool in your photographic kit is between your ears! You!
And finally…
Don’t forget the treachery of images!
Photographs are Representation!
Photography is Interpretation!
Photographers (that means you!) are Interpreters!
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